
 

 

 

Zagreb, October  17th 2015 

 

140 YEARS OF CROATIAN STATISTICS 

 

October is the month in which we celebrate World Statistics Day, but this month is particularly 

important for the Croatian Statistics since the 19 October 2015 marks the 140th anniversary of 

official Croatian statistics. Croatian statistical story began back in 1875 when the Croatian Ban 

Ivan Mažuranić, prompted by the relatively harsh living conditions in the former Kingdom of 

Croatia, Slavonia and Dalmatia, started an initiative to study the economic and social conditions 

in order to arrive at the indicators on the basis of which specific measures to improve those 

conditions could be taken. The National Statistical Office became operational on 1 August of the 

same year, the first yearbook with data for 1874 was published two years later. 

 

National territory and constitution have changed over the years, but collecting, processing and 

distributing data has always been a constant. A long time ago, and today especially in a 

globalized world, decisions taken by public authorities have an impact on millions of people and 

it is necessary that they are based on evidence and unbiased information. Therefore, the role 

and importance of statistics in contemporary society is undeniable and providing timely, 

accurate and reliable information is imperative. 

 

Thanks to technological advances, today we are able to collect process and put a large amount 

of data, which the application of modern information and communication technologies has made 

readily available, at users' disposal. Almost every aspect of our lives can be represented by 

numbers or statistics. The birth of a child, marriage, getting a job, going on vacation, or starting 

a business are part of everyday life monitored and recorded by national statistical offices. 

However, the number itself is not the story. Statistics is the one giving the numbers their 

meaning, and converts them into succinct, objective and easy-to-understand information on the 

basis of which companies can employ more effective business strategies, politicians can vote 

for a more equitable public policy, and individuals can improve their quality of life. 

 

To mark the month of statistics and almost a century and a half of operating, Croatian Bureau of 

Statistics is organizing a conference under the headline “Statistics - yesterday, today, 

tomorrow''. Lecturers Lidia Bratanova (Director of the United Nations Economic Commission for  



 

 

 

Europe, Statistical Division), Pieter Everaers (Director of the Cooperation in the European 

Statistical System; International Cooperation; Resources Directorate at DG Eurostat) and Lea 

Bregar (PhD, Associate Professor at the Faculty of Economics, University of Ljubljana) will 

present development of statistics over time with a particular focus on the future. In their 

presentations they will emphasise the importance of using official statistics in order to make 

informed decisions and at the panel discussion that will follow the presentations, the 

representatives of the most important user groups will present their expectations for official 

statistics. 

 

Panel discussion will be moderated by Manuela Tašler (DeputyEditor-in-Chief of the weekly 

business journal Lider) and the participants are Anto Bajo, PhD (President of the Statistical 

Council of the Republic of Croatia; Research Scientist at the Institute for Public Finances; 

Associate Professor at the Faculty of Economics and Business, University of Zagreb), Saša 

Cvetojević (Director and Owner of the company Insako d.o.o.; Founder of the ZIP 

Entrepreneurship Incubator), Danijel Nestić, PhD (Senior Research Scientist at The Institute of 

Economics, Zagreb), Zvonimir Savić, MSc (Managing Director of the Financial Institutions, 

Business Information and Economic Analyses Sector of the Croatian Chamber of Economy) and 

Vedran Šošić, MSc (Vicegovernor of the Croatian National Bank). 

 

Also, in order to promote statistics, its long-standing tradition and importance, Croatian Bureau 

of Statistics has prepared an exhibition entitled “140 years of Croatian statistics'' which will be 

held from 19 to 28 October. The most important publications published in the last 140 years, 

specifically, from the first Statistical Yearbook for the year 1874 to the latest publications 

containing data from the Census of Population, Households and Dwellings in the Republic of 

Croatia in 2011, will be presented. 

 

Today, the Croatian Bureau of Statistics is a modern institution that understands that the role of 

statistics in the modern world is more important than ever and seeks to adapt its activities to the 

needs of society. Fulfilling users’ needs, which is why we exist, is what drives us to improve and 

modernize on a daily basis in order to create a brighter future by providing  

 

relevant data. That is the essence of our existence - we are gathering data from the past, in the 

present and for the future. 


